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The Southport Park Association proposes landscape 
improvements to Southport Park to include the 
following elements: 

! Naturalistic Prairie Garden landscape installation 

! Walking and cycling pathways  

! New activity areas for all age groups 

! Expansion of ADA accessibility throughout the park 

! Venue for watercraft and play equipment rentals 

! Defined location(s) for future parking expansion 

! Upgraded signage 

! Upgraded lighting elements  

! Accessible power sources throughout the park



      Context for proposed conceptual plan: 

           The City of Kenosha’s Park and Recreation mission is to advance parks, recreation and  
          environmental conservation efforts that enhance the quality of life for all people.

•  2011 City of Kenosha adopted the Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (CORP).   
https://www.kenosha.org/images/public-works/parks/
Comprehensive_Outdoor_Recreation_Plan.pdf 

•  2013 City of Kenosha adopted the Southport Park Master Plan 
https://www.kenosha.org/images/public-works/parks/Southport_Park_Master_Plan.pdf

•  2017  City of Kenosha (City) and The Southport Park Association (SPA)entered into a 
Memorandum of Understanding  [MOU attached below]

•  2017  At the request of Mayor Antaramian,  SPA developed a proposal for Utilization             
and Design to guide improvements to the Southport Beach House.  [Attached below]

https://www.kenosha.org/images/public-works/parks/Southport_Park_Master_Plan.pdf


The Southport 
Park  

Master Plan 
Landscape Vision 

* Naturalistic prairie 
landscape design 

* Accessible shoreline                            
* Seating areas for 

individuals and      
small groups 

* Recreational facilities 
for children and adults  

    



Southport Park Master Plan  
Conceptual View 



   Southport Park Association  
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  Naturalistic Prairie Garden 
with ADA CompliantPathways



      Naturalistic Prairie Gardens  
       Lurie Garden Chicago -Piet Oudolf



Parkland Composed of Durable Native Plant Species

More than 200 million acres of North 
America — from Canada to Texas — 
used to ripple like a vast sea of grass. 
Today, less than 1 percent of that prairie 
landscape remains. Fortunately, this vital 
and beneficial habitat is slowly making a 
comeback.

Native plants have evolved over 
hundreds of years to adapt to their 
surroundings. They may require a little 
help with weed control as the seeds or 
young plants develop in a new area for 
the first year or two, but they require 
minimal care once established.



Year round beauty
Walking by a prairie garden and brushing 
past aromatic plants can release sweet 
fragrances from plants such as white-
flowered mountain mint and lavender-
flowered bergamot.  

Blooms may be gone by late fall, but 
foliage and grasses can provide colorful 
swaths of oranges and reds and add depth 
to the autumn landscape.

Besides providing seeds to feed birds in 
the fall and winter, prairie foliage can offer 
shelter to wildlife and texture for a winter 
landscape — especially with grasses. "The 
grasses anchor the whole garden and 
regulate the nutrients," said Beth Markhart, 
outreach and training director with 
Minnesota-based Prairie Restorations. 
"They’re going to be the foundation.”



Reduced maintenance and mowing
Areas converted to prairie don’t 
require mowing. Every few years 
the prairie ideally experiences a 
controlled burn (which replicates 
lightning strikes and natural 
burns). 

Only part of the prairie should be 
done at once. That way a 
diversity of insects in the 
unburned area can populate the 
whole garden and help the biome 
thrive. 

An alternative to burning is 
periodic mowing areas of the 
prairie area down to about six 
inches in late winter or early 
spring before new shoots come 
up. This de-thatches old foliage 
and churns up dead stems.



Erosion Control

The deep roots of prairie plants and 
nutrients provided by them helped 
build the rich black soil that was 
tilled for farming in the 1800s. 

Those deep roots help stabilize 
sloped areas and prevent erosion. 
This can be especially vital for 
shorelines along lakes, rivers or 
wetlands. The plants also help 
prevent pollutants from washing 
into waterways.



Water conservation and quality
Prairie plants need less water than 
most thanks to their hardiness and 
their deep root systems, which 
also help funnel rainwater into the 
soil and water tables.  

Some native prairie plants can 
thrive in heavy soils (such as clay) 
and survive standing water, which 
can make them good candidates 
for low areas or rain gardens.  

These plants help filter impurities 
from the water that might get into 
underground aquifers, lakes and 
rivers.



Attract pollinators
Prairie plants are natural pesticides. 

Butterfly weed, blazing star and 
purple clovers are among the many 
native prairie plants that attract and 
nourish butterflies, bees and a 
wealth of beneficial insects such as 
parasitic wasps, which don’t sting 
people and will keep spiders, ticks 
and insects that harm plants under 
control.  

Pollinator gardens are considered 
natural classrooms for students of 
botany, ecology, and environmental 
stewardship in all age groups.  



Feed the birds
Planting a prairie can sustain a diverse 
world of insects. "Almost every 
songbird species depend on insects for 
their young," Diboll said. "If you don’t 
have insects, you don’t have birds." 
Seeds from flowers such as echinacea, 
coreopsis and Joe Pye Weed will feed 
goldfinches and other birds. 

"We are starting to see a shift 
aesthetically in embracing natural looks 
instead of being trimmed and clipped," 
[Prairies] are a wonderful, sustainable 
landscape that creates one of the best 
habitats for wildlife from birds to every 
kind of pollinator.” *

*  Alan Branhagen, director of 
operations at the Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum and author of Native Plants 
of the Midwest (Timber Press, 2016). 



Educational Landscape Design
Prairie gardens are educational landscapes 
for students of the biological sciences in all 
age groups. 

They encourage responsible environmental 
stewardship of our precious land and water 
resources, as well as providing habitat for the 
protection and preservation of natural species.  
 
These gardens offer year round beauty and 
can inspire myriad opportunities for education, 
play, relaxation, and volunteerism in Southport 
Park and beyond- to all of Kenosha’s park 
system.   



Playground and Activity Areas  
 ADA Accessibility for all ages 



Signage Recommendations for Southport Park

Park system signage linking all lakefront parks and      
Kenosha county-wide cycling trail system

Combined signage where needed to promote 
pedestrian and cycling safety



Adult Play in the Park

Southport Park can offer a 
variety of fun adult recreation 
and outdoor fitness areas. 
 
SPA encourages locating 
defined play and fitness spaces 
in the park landscape. 

Additionally SPA recommends 
recruiting a vendor who would 
offer sports equipment and 
watercraft rentals at the 
Southport Beach house.



Playground concepts for Southport Park

SPA recommends the creation of 
several play areas for children in 
different age groups.  
The installation of ADA accessible 
play equipment in these areas, 
connected to adjacent walkways will 
open lakefront fun to all children and 
their caregivers.
Play equipment should be safe as 
well as fun. Age appropriate design 
would create greater safety in areas 
specifically created for pre-school  
age children and children from K-6th 
grade age groups.
Seating should be provided in 
playground areas for adults who 
accompany their children.



Pathways in and through Southport Park

Pathways should be wide enough for ease of  
movement, encourage exploration and utilization  
of the entire park, and lead to comfortable  
accessible seating areas.   
Where possible, dedicated cycling pathways  
should be created.



Seating recommendations at Southport Park
A comprehensive plan for seating design and layout should be created.  Seating areas 
should be welcoming, improve accessibility, support varied activity areas and create a 
sense of continuity across the entire park.   



Lighting up Southport Park
! Beach House and Pole lamps throughout the park 

should be upgraded and coordinated.
! Placement of electrical outlets around SP would 

support a range of activities such as movie nights in 
the park, festive occasions, events and fairs.

Current







References from  
Southport Park Master Plan



MP: Naturalistic prairie design was strongly supported in  
      a Master Plan public survey



MP Activities in Southport Park




